The Execution of Monmouth
is difficult for this age to understand how a man of this type
could be received again into any decent society. But as in
commerce the most abandoned bankrupt will be accepted
in financial circles, if he has once again the appearance of
wealth and the ear of those in power, so in those days the
most abandoned character in the peerage could always
hope to be restored to office by means of money, graft and
influence. Therefore it is not surprising to find that Grey
returned to power again in the reign of William of Orange, and
ended a brilliant political career as Lord Privy Seal in 1701.
The two prisoners were now taken back to the barge, and
proceeded to the Tower. Though no boats were allowed to
come near the flotilla as it proceeded down the river, thou-
sands of people watched the procession from the houses and
gardens on the banks. It was Monday night, and the news
was already on all men's lips that on Wednesday morning
Monmouth was to die. It has been said that in his despair
he even offered James that he would accept the Catholic
religion, but when some priests were sent to him in the
Tower they found that though he would have become a
convert at the price of his life he wanted some assurance
that the price would be paid.
The unhappy man was indeed in no mood to receive much
satisfaction from the rites of religion, nor were the bishops
of the Church of England who attended him men of any
great human sympathy. Bishops Ken and Turner, who
visited him on the Tuesday, were more interested in the
doctrine of non-resistance than the state of the young man's
soul. Sympathy for his fate was obscured in their Anglican
minds, by a fear lest he should miss a great opportunity on
the scaffold of owning his sense of sin in having raised his
hand against the Government. They found that Mon-
mouth took no fervent interest in serving the Church by
advertising the excellence of the doctrine of non-resistance.
Nor would he admit that his relations with Henrietta Went-
worth were blameworthy. He had been married as a child.